598        MEETING OF HANNIBAL AND SCIPIO.

were captured. Instead of being given the treatment usual
to spies, these men were by Scipio's orders conducted through
the Eoman camp, shown everything, and sent back to report
what they had seen to Hannibal. Scipio was satisfied with
his army, and what he could do with it.

Hannibal sought and obtained an interview with the Eo-
man general. This took place near ISTaraggara, towards which
place both armies moved, and camped four miles apart. The
interview was held between the two camps on a hill in sight
of all. The generals dismissed their suites, retaining each
only an interpreter. There is not a more interesting picture
in history than the encounter of these two men, who had
never personally met, yet knew each other's character and
ability so well. The greater was the representative of the
losing cause; the servant of a senate and people which had
ruined his country by their folly; the one man who had been
right when his government had been wrong. The other was
the servant of a republic whose stanchness and wisdom no
disasters could defeat, whose cause was bound to win, not
because it had greater generals, but because of the strength
of its organization and the soundness of its body politic.
The interview led to no results. Scipio insisted on the uncon-
ditional surrender of Carthage. This Hannibal would not
grant. There remained but an appeal to battle.

It is altogether probable that Hannibal was acting under
positive instructions from the Carthaginian senate. That body
was unteachable and not apt to forego its right of dictation.
Aware of his lack of strength, it would have been more like
Hannibal, had he been unhampered, to manoeuvre for a bet-
ter chance for battle than in an open plain with the superi-
ority in cavalry on the enemy's side. However this may be,
the two armies next day drew up before each other in the
open plain near Zama, for a last and bitter struggle. Theo,is sole province, but neither received it; Scipio was re-
